" Aclubwithamission

Where have you seen a galaxy of
speakersofvariousdisciplinesdiscuss-
ingforexampletheforbidden'subject
ofprivatechannelledpracticeorbring-
ingthreeprotagonistsandcompetitors
(atthetime)intheLPGindustry—Shell
Gas,LaugfsandMundoGas,andhold
your breath - astrologer Piyasena
Rathuvithana-who predicted some
frightening(possiblyend-of-theworld)
momentsin 2012?

The Sunday Times Business Club
(STBC) of course! Of the three prod-
ucts, only Laugfs has survived while
Shellwasboughtoverbythegovern-
ment and is now marketed as Litro
Gas. Mundo wound up some years
back.

The club, now inits 17th year, has
seenagalaxyofspeakersofthecalibre
of Sarath Amunugama, Chandra
Jayaratne, AjithNivardCabraal Rienzie
Wijetillake, Ken Balendra, Malik
Fernando, Hans Wijayasuriya, Hiran
Cooray, Kishu Gomes,among others
whodiscussarange of national, eco-
nomic and social issues.

Theclubhasbeenawonderfulmeet-
ing place for young professionals to
interact and network and this year
came a full circle in terms of its lead
sponsor.

Recalls Priyal Perera, a founder
member of the clubin 1995, “ourfirst
sponsorwasCelltel".Celltelwentonto
becomeTigo and then the brand
changed to Etisalat.

The company recently tiedupina
fully-fledgedsponsorshipcontractwith
theBusinessClub,returningtoitsroots
inoneofthefirstsponsorshipcontracts
with a business club.

Perera, now a veteran human
resourcesspecialistreflectingonthose
early days of the club, said:

“We saw this advertisement in the
SundayTimesinvitingyoungpeopleto
joinanewclubandsome 150 people
assembledattheTajSamudra.Herea

A day after scores of respondents to
aBusiness Times poll urged NSB
Chairman Pradeepa Kariyawasam to
quit for his alleged role in the sordid
deal, the latter on Monday, May 22,
resigned after defying calls for two
weeks from trade unions to quit.

The BT email polls have become an
integral part of our readers and the
public at large, responding to issues of
national, social and economic signifi-

Celltel representative explained the
focusandtheobjectivesofnetworking,
interaction, expanding one’s knowl-
edgeandawareness on professional
issues.

Each participant was given an
umbrellabythecompany:“Doyoustill
have it?"“You must be joking ... it
wentwith the wind,’Perera laughed.
Withinthreemonthsoftheinaugural
meeting,acommitteewasformedand
therest s history.

For over a year (2000/01) the club
wasinactiveuntilbeingrevivedin2002.
Romesha Senerath, another founder
memberalongwith current President
M.R.A. Hakeem, led the revival of the
club and became its President at the
revival meeting on July 22,2002.The
activitiesoftheclubnotonlyincreased
but the calibre of speakers also
improvedTherehavebeenpaneldiscus-
sionsandheatedargumentsovercurrent
issues -- all finally cooled down with a
chilled glass of beer!

Akeyelementoftheclubhasbeen
itsfocusonsocialresponsibility,taking
onmanysmallprojectsovertheyears
tohelpinneedycauseswhilefamilies
joinedwhentheannualyear-endparty
washeldorannualoutingstookplace.
Oneofthehighpoints ofthe club has
beenacollaborativeeffectwith CIMA
to reward companies that have
excelledinthefieldofcommunitylead-
ership. For two years running the
CIMA/Sunday Times Community
Leaderawardswere presentedinthe
fieldsof waste managementandrec-
ognizingprivatesectorinitiativesinthe
field of education.

Theclubhashaditsown highsand
lowsandfounditsfeetatmanyvenues
—startingoffattheTajSamudra, mov-
ing to the Galadari, Hilton, onto the
TransAsia,CinnamonGrandandthen
cominghometotheTaj,theclub’shost
hotel. Hameedia is the co-sponsor of
the club.

cance, and using the forum to vent
their grievances and express an opinion.

As we join the Sunday Times in
embarking on another 25 years as
watchdog of the people, the business
desk looks forward to serving the com-
munity as best as we can: promoting an
honest private sector enhanced by
transparency and accountability and
serving the community sincerely and
honestly!
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For a brighter future

A fund for your future

Myky

ensuring a happy retirement

A Fund that
grows Annually

Retirement is the beginning of another important chapter of your life and it can be made the
happiest season only if you plan for it. We are glad to join hands with you to plan for a happy and
comfortable retirement for you.

This Insurance Plan provides you the best protection with ample benefits that ensures a hassle free
and enjoyable retirement. Investment blocks of “myfund” plan allows you to build a safe retirement
fund while you are stable in your employment. A transparent individual fund account will be
maintained especially for you. It grows annually with the premiums paid & dividends declared by the
company.

“myfund” can be obtained with monthly, quarterly, half yearly or annual premiums.

For more details: HNB ASSURANCE PLC No. 10, Sri Uttarananda Mawatha, Colombo 03. Help Line: 0114 883 883 web : www.hnbassurance.com
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There is more to you than meeting expectations and deadlines, a seemingly endless web of
activity or a dull monotonous routine... with every passing moment, the world passes by.

It's time to relax, unwind and recapture who you really are.

¢ Avani Bentota Resort & Spa ¢ Avani Kalutara Resort e Club Hotel Dolphin e Hotel Sigiriya

For more details:

Tel : +94 11 4790500

Fax @ +94 11 2438933

E-mail : inquiries@serendibleisure.lk
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gilﬂpAy 25th ANNIVERSARY SOUVENIR
TIMES Sunday, June 3,2012




